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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 8/22/05. 

• Amendment after Final filed on 7/05/05 has been considered and entered. 

• Amendment with respect to drawing (fig. 1) has been considered and accepted. 

• Claims 1-6, 8, 10, and 12-14 are pending in application; claims 7, 9, 11, and 15-29 have 
canceled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1,114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e), was filed in this appUcation after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/22/05 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection due to newly added features. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kubo et al (US 
6765691), and in view of Machida (US 6718378). 
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Regarding claim 1, Kubo discloses a system for scanning a document (scanning system, 
fig. 1) pursuant to user selected scanning parameters (scanning parameters, fig. 4), the user 
selected parameters controlling a portion (fig. 4) of the scanning of the document, the system 
comprising: 

• a scanner (scanners 32a-32b, fig. 1) selected to scan the document and produce a scanned 
image file in accordance with the user selected scanning parameters (scanning parameters, fig. 

4); 

• a scanner computer (personal computer 12, fig. 1, col. 12, lines 6-22) connected to the scanner 
(connects via I/O port 20, fig. 1) to receive the scanned image file fi*om the scanner, the scanner 
computer having a scanner user interface (main menu user interface 63, fig. 4 and displays via 
monitor 30, fig. 1) for inputting the user selected scanning parameters (select scanning 
parameters via user interface as shown in fig. 4); 

• a printer (printer 34, fig. 1) selected to print an image corresponding to the scanned image file. 

Kubo teaches a printing system having a scanner, printer, and a scanner computer all are 
connected in a network, but fails to teach and/or suggest a printer computer, independent and 
remote from said scanner computer, connected to the printer and the scanner computer, the 
printer computer having a printer user interface for inputting the user selected scanning 
parameters at either computer user interface or at said printer computer user. 

Machida, in the same field of endeavor for printing system, teaches a printer computer 
(PC 104, fig. 1), independent and remote from said scanner computer (PC 103 and PC 115, fig. 
1), connected to the printer (printer 105, fig. 1) and the scanner computer (PC 103 and PC 115, 
fig. 1), the printer computer having a printer user interface (monitor of PC 104 as shown in fig. 
1) for inputting the user selected scanning parameters (fig. 13, col. 2, lines 30-32) at either 
computer user interface or at said printer computer user (scanner is to be shared by pluraUty of 
users, col. 5, lines 40-50) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made by modifying printing system of Kubo et al to include a printer computer, independent 
and remote fi-om scanner computer as taught by Machida because of a following reason: (•) to 
allow both printer computer user and scanner computer user to use a single scanner, therefore, 
reducing costs of an additional scanner. Also, it is well known in the art that a single 
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scanner/printer can be shared with plurality of users connected via network, which is taught by 
Machida. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kubo with Machida to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Kubo further discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the printer 
computer includes a storage device (HDD 18, fig. 1) for storing the scanned image file. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Kubo fiirther discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the printer, 
the scanner, the scanner computer and the printer computer communicate in a common language 
(computer and printer languages, i.e., PDL, PCS, PDF and etc and fig. 2). 

Claims 5-6, 8, 10, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kubo and Machida as described in claim 1 above, and further in view of Fresk et al (US 
6421135). 

Regarding claims 5-6, combinations of Kubo and Machida fail teach and/or suggest 
precluding execution of the scanning parameters prior to execution of previously submitted 
scanning parameters. 

Fresk, in the same field of endeavor for scanning system (fig. 2), teaches the scanner user 
interface and the printer user interface selected to receive user selected scanning parameters, and 
to preclude execution of the scanning parameters prior to execution of previously submitted 
scanning parameters (first come first serve basis, col. 1, Unes 35-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify Kubo and Machida as per teachings of Fresk by preclude execution of the 
scanning parameters prior to execution of previous submitted scanning parameters because of a 
following reason: (©) to scan and/or print the job requests in the order of received (first come 
first serve basis). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kubo and Machida with Fresk to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 5-6. 
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Regarding claims 8 & 10, Fresk further teaches scanner user interface and printer user 
interface and a touch sensitive display screen (touch screen 69, fig. 1, Fresk). 

Regarding claim 12, Fresk further teaches the system of claim 1, further comprising a 
lockout at one of the scanner user interface and the printer user interface, the lockout selected to 
preclude the scanner from scanning a document pursuant to and subsequently submitted user 
selected scanning parameters document prior to completion of a previously submitted user 
selected scanning parameters (first come first serve basis, col. 1, lines 35-40). 

Regarding claim 13, Fresk further teaches the system of claim 1, further comprising a 
queue (queuing is well known and widely available in the art) for user selected scanning 
parameters submitted during execution of previously submitted user selected scanning 
parameters (first come first serve basis, col. 1, lines 35-40). 

Regarding claim 14, Fresk further teaches the system of claim 13, wherein the queue is a 
first-in-first out sequence (first come first serve basis, col. 1, lines 35-40). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

• US 6298164 to Suzuki et al, teaches a network printing system having plurality of scanners, 
printers, host computers, and these devices are shared by plurality of users. 

• US 2001/009018 to lizuda teaches a network printing system having plurality of scanners, 
printers, and host computers, and these devices are shared by plurality of users. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7439. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Thierry L. Pham 




